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MISSION STATEMENT  

 
The Church Cemeteries at St James, St Philip and Our Lady of Peace 

meet the needs of individuals and those who have interest in preparation for 
and following the death of a loved one. In providing a consecrated place for 
burial, human remains are treated with dignity and respect after death. The 
environment encourages frequent visitation in which love and faith are 
strengthened. The cemeteries at St James Catholic Church in St James, LA, 
Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church in Vacherie and St Philip Catholic Church 
in Vacherie, Louisiana serve as a symbol of the extended community and 
celebrate the death and resurrection of the Lord, which offers the promise of 
eternal life.  
 
 

CREED  

The Catholic Cemetery is established to carry out the sacred religious 
function of the burial and care for the resting places of the deceased.  
 

The responsibility of implementing this religious function under the 
direction and supervision of the Diocese of Baton Rouge is accepted by St 
James, St Philip and Our Lady of Peace Churches.  
 

There is a strong belief and commitment to the teachings and rich 
tradition with regard to the deceased and the sacredness of the cemetery.  
 

A deep religious significance of the Corporal Works of Mercy involved 
in the burial of the dead and reverence for the deceased is recognized.  
 

Catholic prayer and devotion for our deceased brothers and sisters, 
especially in our cemetery are encouraged.  
 

Any effort to minimize or destroy any of the Catholic teachings that 
relate to death, burial and devotion to the departed souls are opposed.  
 

Words, work, the sacredness of the human body, the belief in the 
resurrection, and the Christian virtue of hope will be proclaimed.  
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INTRODUCTION  

 
In order to promote a safe and reverent environment for the families and 

friends of the deceased, and for the mutual protection and benefit of the Owner 
of the Right of Interment and his/her successors and assigns, and St James 
Catholic Church, St Philip Catholic Church, and Our Lady of Peace Catholic 
Church, the following Rules and Regulations have been adopted.  
 

All Owners of Rights of Interment, their successors and assigns, and all 
visitors on the cemetery properties owned by St James Catholic Church, St 
Philip Catholic Church and Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church shall be 
subject to these Rules and Regulations.  
 

The Certificate of Right of Interment rules and regulations, and any 
amendment shall be the sole agreement between St James, St Philip, or Our 
Lady of Peace Catholic Church and the owner of the Right of Interment or 
his/her heirs, successors and assigns. Any oral or written statements by any 
sales agent or parishioner shall in no way bind St James, St Philip, or Our 
Lady of Peace Catholic Churches. 
 

St James, St Philip, or Our Lady of Peace Catholic Churches are 
permitted and reserve the right to make modifications or amendments to rules 
and regulations without notice. All owners, purchasers, and visitors will be 
subject to the rules and regulations of St. James, St Philip and Our Lady of 
Peace Catholic Churches. 
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I. DEFINITIONS  

 
BURIAL CONTAINER is a container into which human remains are placed 
in preparation for interment. 
 
CATHOLIC CEMETERY is land used as a cemetery and set aside by the 
Roman Catholic Church as a sacred place in compliance with Canons 1205 
through 1213 of the Code of Canon Law.  
 
CEMETERY, for the purposes of rules and regulations, is defined as a place 
or area designated for interment of the human dead by burial in the earth, a 
vault, a tomb, a mausoleum, or niche. The cemetery also encompasses all 
roads, walks, avenues and grounds set aside for access to the cemetery, 
cemetery sections, Veterans Monument or other ornamentation.  
 
CERTIFICATE OF RIGHT OF INTERMENT is the document which is 
provided to the purchasers of the right of burial in a grave, a vault, a tomb, a 
mausoleum, or niche used for interments, upon payment in full of the purchase 
amount set forth in the purchase contract. It shall denote any applicable 
interment rights or restrictions. The Certificate of Right of Interment is the 
owner's proof to the use of the specified space for burial, entombment or 
inurnment, all of which shall hereinafter be referred to as “Interment Rights.” 
 
CHURCH PARISH is the particular Catholic Church – either St James, St 
Philip or Our Lady of Peace – at which the Catholic Cemetery is located. 
 
CRYPT is a chamber in the mausoleum of sufficient size for the entombment 
of a deceased person.  
 
CRYPT AND NICHE FRONTS are the covers constructed of approved 
materials such as granite or marble, that are fastened to the front of a crypt or 
niche. The crypt or niche front is used for memorialization and decoration.  
 
DISINTERMENT is defined as “...the recovery of human remains by 
exhumation, disentombment, or disinurnment.” “Disinterment” does not 
include the raising and lowering of remains to accommodate two interments 
within a single grave and does not include the repositioning of an outer burial 
container that encroaches an adjoining burial space.  
 
GRAVE is an excavation in the earth in which a deceased person is buried or 
is to be buried.  
 
GRAVE ACCESSORIES AND DECORATIONS are defined as any non-
Church property and/or personal property belonging to owner or visitor and 
placed upon the grave for ornamentation, decoration or memorialization 
purposes in compliance with the provisions of cemetery rules and regulations. 
This includes portraits of the deceased cast on a piece of ceramic. 
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NICHE is a chamber in the mausoleum or in a columbarium of sufficient size 
for the entombment of cremains.  
 
OPTION RIGHT is defined as the option to modify a single place of 
interment to accommodate additional interments through the permission of 
additional rights of interment according to rules and regulations.  
 
OUTER BURIAL CONTAINER is defined as “...a container which is 
designed for placement in the grave around the casket” commonly known as 
burial vaults.  
 
OWNER is defined as the person in whose name the Certificate of Right of 
Interment is issued as designated by the purchaser. The owner and the 
purchaser may be the same person.  
 
PLACE OF INTERMENT is defined as the grave, tomb, crypt, or niche 
designated for the interment of deceased persons.  
 
PLOT is land space within the cemetery used or intended to be used for grave 
site burial.  
 
PURCHASER is defined as the person who has entered into an agreement 
with the church for the purchase of a Right of Interment.  
 
RESERVATION is defined as the owner's revocable or non-revocable right 
to designate the use of every right of interment purchased.  
 
RIGHT OF INTERMENT is defined as the right for one individual to be 
buried, entombed or inurned in a place of interment pursuant to a duly 
executed agreement with the Church Parish and in compliance with the 
policies and procedures and rules and regulations. The Certificate of Right of 
Interment is the official document issued by the Church in establishing 
ownership of the Right of Interment and identifying its location. A Right of 
Interment in no way reflects ownership of a space. The ground space or 
mausoleum space and door remain the property of the Church Parish. 
The purchase is only for the Right of Interment.  
 
SACRED PLACES are defined by Canon Law as “...those which have been 
designated for worship or for burial of the faithful through a dedication or 
blessing which the liturgical books prescribe for this purpose” 1983 Code c. 
1205. Catholic cemeteries are sacred places set aside for all baptized Catholics 
practicing and non-practicing, and may also be used for the interment of any 
non-Catholic family members.  
 

  



Page 6 

II. RIGHTS OF ST JAMES, ST PHILIP 

AND OUR LADY OF PEACE  

 
A. Human Remains Only: The Cemeteries at St James, St Philip and Our Lady 

of Peace Catholic Churches are a burial place of human remains only.  
 

B. Religious Restrictions: A Catholic cemetery is intended for, and restricted 
to, the interment of Catholics and their family members who are entitled to 
such interment in accordance with applicable Canon Law and discipline of 
the Roman Catholic Church. To avoid breaking family ties, non-Catholic 
members of Catholic families may be interred in a Catholic cemetery. All 
determinations with regard to the Right of Interment shall be within the sole 
discretion of the Church Parish.  

 
C. Religious Restrictions-Burial or Non-Catholic Christian/Burial of Non-

Christians: Catechumens are entitled to the full rite of Christian burial at a 
Catholic cemetery. Though they are not yet baptized as Catholics, they are 
members of the household of the Church (Canon 1183 No. 1 of the Code of 
Canon Law). In the prudent judgment of the local Pastor, ecclesiastical 
funeral rites can be granted to baptized members of a non-Catholic Church or 
ecclesiastical community, unless it is evidently contrary to their will, and 
provided their own minister is unavailable (Canon 1183 No. 3 of the Code of 
Canon Law).  

 
D. Ceremonies of other Christian Communities: Ceremonies of other 

Christian communities and denominations may be conducted if the family so 
desires or if it was the expressed wish of the deceased. The ceremony must 
not be offensive to the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church and prior 
written permission of the Church must be obtained. Masonic and Order of 
Eastern Star rituals are strictly prohibited.  

 
E. Access to the Catholic Cemetery: St James, St Philip and Our Lady of Peace 

Catholic Church Cemeteries are private property and while they are open to 
the public for visitation, the Church Parish reserves the right to refuse access 
to the Catholic Cemetery at any time, to any person or persons whom the 
Church Parish may deem objectionable to the best interests of the Church and 
the cemetery.  

 
F. Restrictions on Opening of Caskets and Urns: The opening of any casket 

or urn at the time of interment once within the confines of the cemetery may 
be allowed only for special circumstances at the discretion of the pastor or 
designee, and must be done by the funeral director.  

 
G. No Extraordinary Care: Owners and purchasers hereby acknowledge that 

the Church Parish shall take reasonable precautions to protect each place of 
interment and the remains placed therein from loss or damage for causes 
beyond its reasonable control.  
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H. Rights of the Cemetery: The Church Parish expressly reserves for itself 
certain rights and privileges in connection with the operation of the Catholic 
Cemetery. The Church Parish reserves the right to:  

a. Resurvey, enlarge, diminish, replat, alter in shape or size or otherwise 
change all or any part, portion or sub-division of the cemetery hereby 
mapped and platted. 

b. File amended maps or plats thereof without providing copies of the same 
to the owners of places of interment.  

c. Take any necessary action for any other purpose or use connected with 
care, preservation, or preparation of the cemetery for the interment of 
the deceased as well as for the general care and maintenance of the 
cemetery.  

d. Plant, alter, or remove any flora located within the cemetery. 
e. Take actions or make modifications deemed necessary and/or 

appropriate for the protection of persons, property, or proper 
management and overall maintenance. 

f. Remove grave accessories, decorations, or other personal property 
located on a place of interment if deemed necessary to complete an 
interment or perform general cemetery maintenance and management. 
The Church Parish is not responsible for any damage to or loss of 
grave accessories or  
decorations such as ceramic portraits.  

 
I. Vehicles on Church Property  

a. Only vehicles used by individuals visiting a place of interment or having 
other business with the cemetery are permitted on cemetery property.  

b. Authorized vehicles must proceed slowly and quietly within the 
cemetery.  

c. Vehicles are not permitted to back up or turn around on driveways 
within the cemetery. Vehicles must proceed in one direction according 
to entrance and exit signs.  

d. Vehicles should not be parked with the engine running. Parked vehicles 
should be locked. The Church Parish is not responsible for lost, stolen or 
property missing from vehicles.  

e. It is absolutely prohibited to drive any vehicle across cemetery property.  
f. No vehicle is to be parked within the cemetery in such a position as to 

prevent another vehicle from driving through.  
g. No vehicles should be driven or parked in the center of the mausoleums.  
h. All vehicles entering the cemetery for the purpose of delivering or 

supplying products and/or services to a third party, being any person 
who owns a right of interment, a family member or other non-related 
person who has purchased a product and/or service for placement on a 
specific place of interment, must comply with the following 
requirements prior to performing any work in the cemetery: 

i. Report to the Church Office.  
ii. Provide verification that the owner of the Right of Interment or 

legal representative has authorized the product and/or service.  
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iii. The commercial operator must show proof of insurance and 
maintain a specific amount of commercial general liability 
insurance naming the Church Parish as an additional insured. The 
operator must also be licensed to do business in the state of 
Louisiana and parish of St. James. 

 
J. Outdoor Cemetery Conditions: The Church Parish maintains the cemetery 

in a safe and hazard free manner. There are many conditions over which the 
Church has no control. The Church Parish is not responsible for personal 
injuries attributed to, but not limited to, the following conditions:  

i. Natural outdoor conditions 
ii. Standing water due to heavy rain or the high water level of the 

Mississippi River  
iii. Ground conditions created by the settling of graves  
iv. General ground maintenance  
v. Placement of personal property on graves for decoration.  

vi. Soft ground due to recent work done or recent interments. 
 

K. Chairs: The use of chairs in the Cemetery is discouraged due to unstable and 
uneven ground conditions.  

 
L. Grave Accessory or Decoration: Due to the nature of cemetery operations, 

the cemetery is not responsible for any damage to a grave accessory or 
decoration such as ceramic portraits. 

 
M. Extraordinary or Special Care: The Church Parish shall not be responsible, 

nor shall it provide any extraordinary or special care of a place of interment 
other than the general care and maintenance expressed in these Rules and 
Regulations or as otherwise agreed in writing.  

 
N. Safety of Visitors: All visitors are responsible for their own safety. Visitors 

assume all risks when coming into the Catholic Cemetery.  
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III. VISITATION  
 

A. Visitors Safety and Comfort: In order to promote safety and comfort of 
visitors to our Catholic Cemeteries, the Church Parish requires that 
visitors comply with rules and regulations. Visitors should conduct 
themselves in a manner which is respectful of all church properties, 
including the cemetery.  

 
B. Hours: The Catholic Cemeteries are open daily for visitation during 

daylight hours. The Cemeteries are open between sunrise and sunset each 
day. 

 
C. Visitation Policies and Procedures  

a. Persons visiting the cemetery should exercise caution. 
b. Excessive rains and flooding can create conditions which make the 

cemetery sections unsafe for normal visitation. The Church strongly 
recommends remaining on paved areas for visitation. 

c. Children under 15 years of age must be accompanied by an adult.  
d. Animals are not permitted. 
e. Prohibited Conduct: Catholic cemeteries are established as sacred 

places. Any act which in any manner desecrates the cemetery or 
Place of Interment is a felony in the State of Louisiana. The 
following list of prohibited conduct shall serve as a guide and shall 
not be considered all inclusive:  

i. Boisterous and/or unruly conduct  
ii. Offensive language  

iii. Littering  
iv. Unauthorized soliciting or peddling of any commodity.  
v. Firearms are strictly prohibited on the premises, with the 

exception of military personnel in their capacity as escorts or 
any public safety officer.  

vi. Unauthorized placing of signs, notices or advertisements 

vii. Removing or damaging property belonging to the Church 
Parish 

viii. Moving, relocating, altering, or adjusting items set out for an 
interment  

ix. Interfering with or obstructing an interment  
x. Removing or altering grave accessories located on a place of 

interment without authorization from the owner of the Right of 
Interment  

xi. Visitors requiring information or assistance must report to the 
church office.  

xii. Alcoholic beverages and illegal substances are strictly 
prohibited on cemetery property  

xiii. Disturbing other visitors  
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IV. GENERAL INTERMENT POLICIES  

 
A. Applicable Laws: In addition to being subject to these rules and 

regulations, all interments are expressly made subject to the laws, rules, 
and regulations of any governmental authority having appropriate 
jurisdiction over interments, and the laws and policies of the Roman 
Catholic Church, the State of Louisiana and the Diocese of Baton Rouge.  

 
B. Burial Containers: Only burial containers that comply with State Law 

will be used for burial of human remains. In the event a request is 
received regarding the use of a specific burial container, defer to the 
attending funeral home for guidance to ensure the burial container in 
question is compliant with current state laws. 

 
C. Burial Permits: The interment or cremation of the deceased must be 

accompanied by a burial permit.  
 

D. Time and Manner of Interment: All interments must be made in a 
manner prescribed by the Church within these rules and regulations. No 
interments will take place after 3 p.m., except in the event of an 
emergency or time constraint agreed upon by the priest or presider.  

 
E. Charges and Fees: Cemetery charges and fees must be paid prior to 

interment unless other arrangements have been made in advance with the 
church.  

 
F. Succeeding Interments: No succeeding interments will be permitted 

until all past due amounts are paid in full. 
 

G. Issuance of Certificate of Right of Interment: The church will not 
issue a Certificate of Right of Interment until the amount due is paid in 
full.  

 
H. Memorialization In the Event of Non-Payment: The Church Parish 

prohibits the installation of a memorial on a grave, engraving of any 
personal information on the vault plaque, crypt front, or niche front until 
all amounts due are fully paid. The Church Parish reserves the right to 
remove any memorial from the place of interment in the event that the 
amount due is not paid in full.  

 
I. No Interments on Holidays or Some Holy Days: Interments are not 

permitted on the following days: Sunday, New Year's Day, Good Friday, 
Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day or 
Christmas Day.  
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J. Prior Notice: The Church Parish requires at least 48 hour notice prior to 
an interment within the cemetery.  

 
K. Interment Errors: The Church Parish has the right to disinter a deceased 

person to correct an interment error. Prior to the corrective action, notice 
will be given to the decedent's legal representative. 

 
L. Delay in Interment: The church will not be liable for any delay of an 

interment where a protest has been made or there is difficulty contacting 
the legal representative. 

 
M. Interments Performed by the Church: Funerals shall be under the 

supervision of the church. Cemetery arrangements must be by those 
contracted by the church to provide interment services: Mark Rodrigue 
Burial Vaults and Monuments, 225 473-1015 (office) 

 
N. Casket Size: In some circumstances, it may be necessary for a body to be 

placed in a large-sized casket. Large-sized caskets do not fit in a 
mausoleum space or a standard size vault. In such cases other 
arrangements must be made for interment. Additional costs may apply. 

 
O. Urn Size: Niche sizes differ. Prior to placing the cremains into an urn, 

contact the Church to verify the correct niche size.  
 

P. Outer Burial Container: An outer burial container or vault must be 
constructed of reinforced concrete and purchased from the company 
listed in Item L under this heading in order to assure acceptable quality 
and workmanship.  

 
Q. Double Vaults 

a. Installing a second vault on an existing vault (sometimes called a 
piggyback vault) is prohibited in the Catholic Cemeteries of Our 
Lady of Peace, St. James, and St. Philip.  

b. Specially designed vaults that sit at a similar ground height as a 
single vault but are deep enough to hold two caskets are permitted in 
the Catholic Cemeteries 

 
R. Cremation Boxes: cremation boxes are allowed to be added onto the top 

or existing vaults in the Catholic Cemeteries. 
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V. CHARGE AND FEES 

 
A. Timing of payment. Cemetery charges and fees must be paid prior to 

interment unless other arrangements have been made in advance with the 
church. 
 

B. Prices are subject to change. Prices vary for each cemetery. Please call 
the office for current prices to be buried in the Church Cemetery of St 
James, St Philip or Our Lady of Peace. 
 

C. Availability. Availability is subject to the number of available crypts or 
vaults in each cemetery. The Parish reserves the right to limit sales when 
the supply is low. For example, if a church’s cemetery has very few 
spaces left, the Parish, in consultation with parishioner representatives, 
may restrict sales based on one or more of the following criteria: 

a. to parishioners/families at the time of death  
b. to parishioners who reside in the parish  
c. to active/contributing parishioners 

 
D. Current restrictions  

a. Due to limited space, sales at Our Lady of Peace Cemetery are 
limited to active parishioners on an as-needed basis (at the time of 
death). 

b. Due to an ongoing review of existing cemetery records, sales at St 
James Cemetery are limited to an as-need basis (at the time death) 
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VI. MAUSOLEUMS  
 

A. Crypts and Niches: Places of interment are located above the ground in 
a mausoleum. Crypts are generally used for a full body entombment, 
although they may be used for the interment of cremains. Niches are used 
solely for the inurnment of human cremains. Ownership is limited to the 
Right of Interment.  
 

B. Sales of Crypts and Niches are done through the Church Office. Once a 
purchase is made, the Church Parish provides the purchaser with the Title 
of Right to Bury and retains a copy.At the time of need, the person 
making funeral arrangements must be able to show proof of Title of 
Right to Bury.  

a. Financing is done through American Cemetery Consultants, LLC, 
504-336-2542, P. O. Box 23772, New Orleans, LA 70183. Once a 
purchase is made, American Cemetery Consultants, LLC provides 
the purchaser with the Title of Right to Bury and sends a copy to the 
Church.  
 

C. Common Areas: In order to maintain the appearance of the mausoleums, 
those areas beyond a person's place of interment may not be used for 
placement of personal items, including but not limited to glass objects or 
vases. The church may remove the items immediately.  
 

D. Mausoleum Memorialization: Due to the limited amount of space on a 
crypt or niche front, memorialization must be limited.  
 

E. Embalming: The design of a mausoleum requires that all deceased 
persons to be entombed in a crypt must be properly embalmed in 
accordance with current industry practices for embalming.  

 
F. Mausoleum Crypt Faces: Should Mausoleum crypt faces become 

damaged due to age-caused deterioration and/or maintenance accident, 
the Church Parish will at its own expense replace the crypt face along 
with existing standard embellishments, specifically:  names, dates, flower 
vase and/or candle brackets. 

a. NOTE: However, the costs of non-standard embellishments, e.g., 
additional engravings, porcelain photos, or artwork, added to the 
crypt face by the owner beyond the standard embellishments remain 
the financial responsibility of the owner should the owner choose to 
re-decorate the new crypt face.  

b. Should the damage to the Mausoleum crypt face be determined to 
have been caused by any additional engraving or embellishment, 
whether approved or not, the full cost of the replacement crypt face, 
including all embellishments, will be solely the responsibility of the 
owner.  
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VII. THE VETERANS MONUMENT 

(Our Lady of Peace only) 

 
A.  The Veterans Monument: Although built by the Columbian Squires 

with financial support of generous donors, the Veterans Monument, 
including the Hero's Tomb, Heroes Walk, Memorial Fountain, flag poles 
and all elements that are a part of that monument is owned by Our Lady 
of Peace Catholic Church, thus all rules, regulations and guidelines set 
forth in this document apply to that part of the cemetery.  

 
B. The Hero's Tomb: Any member of the Armed Forces with a home 

address within the territorial boundaries of Our Lady of Peace Catholic 
Church who is killed in action is entitled to be entombed in the Hero's 
Tomb without having to pay for a Right of Interment. The family will be 
responsible for the cost of opening and closing of the tomb, as well as for 
the cost of the inscription on the tomb door.  
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VIII. RIGHTS OF INTERMENT  
 

A.  Right of Interment Only: The Owner of the Right of Interment receives 
from the Church a single right for the interment of one deceased human 
being in an interment space. 

 
B. Number of Burials Per Right of Interment: A Right of Interment is 

designated for the interment of one deceased person. A grave, crypt, or 
niche which is established for one single interment may be used for the 
interment of only one deceased person. In the event that the owner of a 
Right of Interment is desirous of increasing the number of Rights of 
Interment permitted in one single place of interment, the Church may 
authorize additional interments in accordance with these Rules and 
Regulations. 

 
C. Cremated Remains: The Roman Catholic Church encourages the proper 

interment of all cremated remains. Cremated remains interred in the 
Catholic Cemetery are interred in accordance with these Rules and 
Regulations, the laws and directives of the Roman Catholic Church and 
the directives of the Diocese of Baton Rouge.  

 
D. Option Rights: A Place of Interment is generally purchased for the 

interment of one deceased person. Through the approval of an additional 
Right of Interment, referred to as an Option Right, a single Place of 
Interment may be used for additional burials or entombments. These must 
be approved by the Church and is limited by available space in a single 
place of interment. Option Rights may be granted for either full body 
interments or cremation interments.  

 
a. Option Rights for Interment of Cremated Remains in a specified 

Grave.  
i. A single vacant grave may be used for the interment of the 

cremains of up to six deceased persons if so designated and 
constructed. Each interment is subject to the granting of an 
Option Right.  

 
ii. The laws of the Roman Catholic Church mandate the respectful 

treatment of human remains including those that have been 
cremated. Scattering the cremains, separating the cremains into 
several containers, and/or commingling of cremains with the 
cremains of any other cremated remains are prohibited as 
contrary to the respectful treatment of human remains.  

 
b. Option Rights for Interment of Cremated Remains in a Crypt or 

Niche: Option rights may also be obtained to add additional 
interments in a single crypt or niche subject to the availability of 
sufficient space for the interment.  
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i. One crypt space can be converted to accommodate one full 
body interment plus the cremated remains of five persons. A 
niche may also be used for an additional interment if space is 
available in the niche and approval is subject to the 
memorialization accommodating the additional name.  

 
ii. A couch crypt may also be used for additional interments as 

space allows. Approval is also subject to the memorialization 
accommodating the additional name. Adding the name must 
not alter the general appearance of the mausoleum.  

 
iii. Options are subject to limitations of available space either with 

the place of interment or on the memorialization.  
 

c. Interred Casket: Once a casket containing a body is within the 
confines of the place of interment, removal of a casket from the 
place of interment, opening the casket, or touching the remains is 
not permitted without the prior written consent of the legal 
representative, other authorized individual, or an order issued by a 
court of competent jurisdiction. A copy of the written authorization 
or court order must be submitted to the Church prior to the opening 
of a casket.  

 
d. Designation by Owner of Use of the Right of Interment: Upon 

purchasing a Right of Interment, the owner has the right to designate 
the person to be interred in the place of interment subject to the rules 
and regulations and the laws of the Roman Catholic Church. Prior to 
such designation, ownership of the Right of Interment must be 
affirmed through the receipt of a duly signed Certificate of Right of 
Interment obtainable at the Church Office. The owner of a Right of 
Interment may designate who is to be interred in the place of 
interment as follows:  

 
i. Owner may authorize the interment of a deceased person in his 

or her place of interment thereby transferring the right of 
interment to the deceased. Upon authorization, the owner 
waives his or her rights with regard to that right of interment 
and the memorialization of the deceased.  

 
ii. Through his or her testamentary documents, commonly 

referred to as a “Last Will and Testament,” or through a Trust 
which would own the Right of Interment, thereby establishing 
the manner in which the Right of Interment is to be used.  

 
iii. Through the use of a Reservation, the owner may designate the 

person(s) who may use the right of interment. A reservation is 
established by filing an affidavit with the Church Office 
designating the person(s) for whom the interment space is to be 
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utilized.  The affidavit must stipulate, by name, the person(s) to 
be interred, must be signed by the owner or Executor, and 
witnessed and notarized. For Executor of Estate, the Executor 
must provide proof in the form of an affidavit stipulating 
Executor of Estate authority. These affidavits are to be attached 
to the title held by the church. A duly established reservation is 
binding upon the Church, the cemetery, heirs and successors of 
the owner. A Right of Interment established by reservation may 
be waived and shall be terminated only upon disposition 
elsewhere of the remains. Every reservation is deemed 
irrevocable if the owner does not specifically designate the 
reservation as revocable.  

 
iv. Transfer of a Right of Interment: The transfer of a Right of 

Interment by anyone other than the original owner or legal 
representative is prohibited. A transfer of a Right of Interment 
to a person who is not an heir of the original owner is 
prohibited unless in writing and duly executed and legal 
transfer forms are filed in the Church Office.  

 
v. Transfer of a Right of Interment Third Party: Transfers to third 

party is acceptable with the completion of the proper transfer 
forms. 

 
E. Obtaining an additional Right of Interment: Persons desiring to obtain 

an additional Right of Interment should contact the Church Office. 
 

F. Right of Interment: Presentation of the Certificate of Right of Interment 
or Title is required at the time arrangements are made for the interment. 
When the certificate is not presented, or when presented by someone 
other than the original owner, the Church will be bound by the rights of 
the original owner.  

 
G. Change of Address: It shall be the duty of the owner of the Right of 

Interment and legal representative to notify the Church of any change of 
address.  

 
H. Regarding Sales of Rights of Interment: Persons wishing to sell their 

Rights of Interment must do so at the price they paid for said Rights.  
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IX. DISINTERMENT AND RAISE AND LOWER  

 
A. The State of Louisiana requires certain information for disinterment. No 

disinterment will commence until a copy of all necessary documents have 
been filed in the Church Office.  

 
B. Since the disinterment or reinterment process can result in renewal of the 

grieving process, the family is prohibited from attending the disinterment 
or reinterment. The church is not responsible for any psychological or 
physical injury resulting from attendance of a disinterment or 
reinterment.  

 
C. Raise and Lower of an existing sealed vault is not allowed because it can 

result in damage to the casket and outer burial container as well 
neighboring burial containers.  
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X. DECORATIONS  

 
A. General Statement of Policy: The Catholic Cemetery is a sacred place 

and must be maintained in a manner which is respectful of those who 
have entrusted their loved ones to us. In order to maintain the condition 
of the cemetery, it is necessary to limit the nature and type of decorations. 
For the purpose of this section, any item or object other than a marker, is 
considered a “decoration.” The Church is not responsible for damage or 
loss to decorations.  

 
B. Flowers at the Time of Interment: It is customary that the flowers from 

a funeral be placed on or near the place of interment. 
a. Funeral flowers placed on grave, tomb, crypt, or niche will be 

discarded after the natural life of the flowers.  
 

C. Bouquet Holder/Flower Vase  
a. Bouquet holders or flower vases for an outer burial container or 

vault should be made of cement, marble, or granite. Glass containers 
are strictly prohibited. Cemetery workers are not responsible for 
replacing fallen flowers. Flowers found in the vacant areas of the 
cemetery will be discarded.  

b. No containers are to be placed on the mausoleum floor.  
c. One flower ring is allowed on each mausoleum crypt door. Rings 

are to be placed so that flowers do not obscure nearby mausoleum 
doors.  

d. Use of perpetual lights is strictly prohibited.  
e. Family members are urged to remove unsightly flowers.  

 
D. Painting the outer burial container and memorial marker:  

a. Tombs, outer burial containers, and memorial plaques in the 
Catholic Cemetery can only be painted white or light gray.  

b. Painting of tombs, outer burial containers and memorial plaques 
with custom designs such as portraits, poems, pictures or text is 
prohibited 

c. Family members who paint outer burial containers or tombs must 
not obscure the name and other information on headstones, 
inscriptions, or marker plaques. 

 
E. Markers and Inscriptions  

a. A Catholic cemetery should raise the minds and hearts of all who 
visit. Among its most distinctive features are the memorials. These 
features have an ability to create a uniquely religious atmosphere.  

b. Within six months of an initial interment, an identifying inscription 
must be placed on the crypt cover, tomb or headstone according to 
guidelines.  
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c. Memorial markers for outer burial containers or vaults must not 
surpass the dimensions of the vault.  

d. Memorials should be placed consistently in a row at the head end of 
the outer burial container.  

e. Memorials should be inscribed or engraved on markers, tombs, and 
mausoleum doors by professional monument companies who are 
approved to do work in the cemetery. Hand written inscriptions are 
prohibited.  

f. Small artwork etched on the grave marker is allowed provided the 
artwork is not offensive to anyone. Masonic or demonic symbols are 
strictly prohibited.  
 

F. Seasonal Decorations  
a. Any organization placing decorations for special occasions (such as 

Veterans Day or Memorial Day) must be picked up in seven days by 
the organization that placed it.  

b. Christmas decorations must be removed and discarded by January 
31st. 

 
G. Personal Decorations  

a. Family members and friends of the deceased should be considerate 
of the rights of others. Personal items are not to be left in the 
cemetery. Personal items are not to be left in the cemetery such as 
bibles, books, toys, cards, notes/letters, beer cans, and seasonal 
decor.  

b. No materials should be attached to graves, tombs, or mausoleums by 
using tape, glue or any other means.  

c. Glass, ceramic, pottery, wood or other decorations added to the top 
of an outer burial container are prohibited.  

d. Armed services plaques or memorials are acceptable if placed on the 
mausoleum door or grave marker according to rules and regulations.  

e. No individual has the right to decorate the area around a grave or 
mausoleum.  

 
H. Items deemed to be in violation of Rules and Regulations will be 

removed and discarded.  
 

I. Perpetual Care: The Church has a legal obligation for the perpetual care 
of the mausoleums. Nothing should be done to a mausoleum which 
results in deterioration.  
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XI. CREMATION GUIDELINES  
 

The Church recommends that the pious custom of burying the deceased be 
observed. The Church does not forbid cremation unless it has been chosen for 
reasons contrary to Christian teaching (Canon 1176, #3). 

 
Cremated remains must be treated with piety and respect. Respectful final 
disposition includes burial in a grave or placement in a niche or crypt.  
 
Reverent disposition of the cremated remains does not include scattering or 
keeping the remains at home.  
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XII. MODIFICATIONS AND AMENDMENTS  

 
A. Exceptions and Modifications: Special cases may arise in which the 

literal enforcement of a rule may impose unnecessary hardship. The 
church reserves the right to make exceptions, suspensions or 
modifications to any of the Rules and Regulations.  
 

B. Amendments: The Church may adopt, amend, alter or repeal any rule or 
regulation.  

 
 
 
 
 


